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Synopsis

As a young Florentine envoy to the courts of France and the ltalian principalities, NiccolA
Machiavelli (14694 “1527) was able to observe firsthand the lives of people strongly united under
one powerful ruler. His fascination with that political rarity and his intense desire to see the Medici
family assume a similar role in Italy provided the foundation for his "primer for princes." In this
classic guide to acquiring and maintaining political power, Machiavelli used a rational approach to
advise prospective rulers, developing logical arguments and alternatives for a number of potential
problems, among them governing hereditary monarchies, dealing with colonies and the treatment of
conquered peoples. Refreshing in its directness, yet often disturbing in its cold practicality, The
Prince sets down a frighteningly pragmatic formula for political fortune. Starkly relevant to the
political upheavals of the 20th century, this calculating prescription for power remains today, nearly
500 years after it was written, a timely and startling lesson in the practice of autocratic rule that

continues to be much read and studied by students, scholars and general readers as well.
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Customer Reviews

Politicians usually read this text in the first political science class which they take. Actually,
understanding Politics without understanding the principles in this text is an impossibility. A person
who does not understand the principles of this text is too naive to understand why their leaders do

what they do. Politics occurs in business, family life, and other settings, as well as government;



Machiavelli’s rules may be applied in all of these. Though living by these rules isn’'t necessary, a
successful politician must act with mindfulness of their implications, or face failure. Considering the
far reaching implications of Machiavelli’s thought, one might wonder why elementary school children
do not study "the Prince." Many people don’t have the guts to face what Machiavelli says. He
presents the rules of 'hardball’ politics; the only time that he mentions morality is when he describes
the occasions in which a leader may need to fake it. Politicians have become so adept in following
these rules that those whom they lead will often take offense at the suggestion that their leaders live
by them. Read this book and understand the daily news. "The Prince" is the quintessential text of
Political Science. The Dover edition, though small, does not lack any of the origional text. It does
lack the clutter of scholarly commentaries. It belongs on the shelf of anyone interested in the politics

which impacts their life, but it will merely irritate the gullible

Machiavelli wrote this book for the Medici back in a time that is suppossed to be so different from
today. Yet, The Prince is as applicable as the day it was wrote- maybe more so. It's a concise,
almost surgical, guidebook to world domination. Superficially, this book is written like stereo
instructions with precise directions on control of your enemies, followers, and friends. But, deeply, it
will force any serious reader to take stock of the lengths neccessary to attain great power. Lives are
flited at like pieces on a chess board with absolutely no uneccessary concern (if they can’t hurt ya,
screw 'em). Why, aside from that whole learning about world domination thing, this book is such a
neccessary read for anybody with a stake in daily life is because this is the book your leaders sleep
with under their pillow. There hasn’t been an intelligent, powerful, and influential political leader that
hasn’t been influenced by Machiavelli and this book. It's very important to really wrap yourself
around reality in reading this book so as to open your own eyes to what people do to lead (not just
dictators, facists, and imperialists, but deomcrats and republicans.). This book is Political Reality

101- you must read it.

Machiavelli’s brilliant text (I read the N. H. Thomson translation, in the Dover Thrift edition) is
sometimes disturbing, but ultimately brilliant in its analysis as to the achievement of political power.
His arguments are rational and succinct, and it amazed me how relevant all this was to today’s
political landscape! Who could have thought that a document nearly 500 years old would survive

and remain important.

| am a novice when it comes to book reviews but the logic in this book is clean and it will definitely



leave you with a productive reading experience. You do not have to be too interested in politics.
However, having knowledge of his time would definitely enhance the reading experience.Reads

similar to Meditations by Marcus Aurelius and The Art of War by Sun Tzu

Politicians usually read this text in the first political science class which they take. Actually,
understanding Politics without understanding the principles in this text is an impossibility. A person
who does not understand the principles of this text is too naive to understand why their leaders do
what they do. Politics occurs in business, family life, and other settings, as well as government;
Machiavelli’s rules may be applied in all of these. Though living by these rules isn’'t necessary, a
successful politician must act with mindfulness of their implications, or face failure. Considering the
far reaching implications of Machiavelli’s thought, one might wonder why elementary school children
do not study "the Prince."Many people don’t have the guts to face what Machiavelli says. He
presents the rules of 'hardball’ politics; the only time that he mentions morality is when he describes
the occasions in which a leader may need to fake it. Politicians have become so adept in following
these rules that those whom they lead will often take offense at the suggestion that their leaders live
by them. Read this book and understand the daily news."The Prince" is the quintessential text of
Political Science. The Dover edition, though small, does not lack any of the origional text. It does
lack the clutter of scholarly commentaries. It belongs on the shelf of anyone interested in the politics

which impacts their life, but it will merely irritate the gullible

Different than the original version in wording, so if you are buying this for class | suggest the
original. One the plus side it is thin and despite small wording differences you still grasp the
understanding of the book.
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